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The author, who was born in Whiting, Ind., and grew up in Concord, Mass, 
wanted his novel to be as accurate as possible. 

"I wrote it up to the edge of classification (classified material) for 
veracity and submitted it to the agency. They had five copies to distribute to 
the five subdivision, each of which picks a specialist to read it. I was worried 
about one sentence and when the manuscript came back, one sentence had been 
deleted, ' ' Whitman said. 


W_hen Whitm an first joined the agency, the CIA was s till in its infancy. 

He thinks it now is a better organization . — 

' ' It's more professional. They understand the rules of evidence, of the need 
for docum entation and they communicate with the gove rnment- There u mnrp 
training . 1 1 he said . * — * 


I also think the CIA has taken the heat for things a president may have 

QXpered done,'' he said, ana added, "iney sometimes should have asked 'Have you 
reaa tne constitution lately ? 1 — - 7 


CIA should never get involved in domestic activity. For examniP . 

President Johnso n wanted a survey of those with opinions opposed to the Vietnam 
War, parti cularly whether the students were under communist control . 


"The agency came up with an answer Johnson didn’t like: that there was no 
communist control. But the agency shouldn't have done it," Whitman said. 
"There have been repetitions of such requests but we have said no." 
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